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PRELUDE MUSIC
CALL TO WORSHIP: “O Come All Ye Faithful” Bells
CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY-4" Sunday of Advent
Advent is a time to praise.
Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.
During Advent we remember God’s past faithfulness.
Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.
During Advent we remember God’s present goodness.
Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.
During Advent we remember God’s future promises.
Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.

RESPONSE SONG: “We Wait in Hope” (In bulletin)
OPENING HYMN: #143 “Angels from the Realms of Glory” (Vs. 1,2,4)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O Holy God of Promise,

we so often place our trust in the things we can see,

and touch, and easily believe.

But you did not ask us to believe what is easy;

you have asked us to believe what is true!

Forgive us, Holy One, when we doubt the ways you work.
Forgive us when we find it hard to believe an ancient story.
Forgive us when we question how you chose to enter the world,
born as one of us.

Forgive our lack of faith and belief



in ways which seem so impossible to believe.

Help us to look in faith, open our belief, and set aside our doubts
that you sent your Son, born of a virgin —

the one who has come to set us all free.

We offer these prayers in the name of your Son,

Emmanuel, God with us. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

God's light 1s present in this world.

Present in the Christ child, born to lead us out of darkness.
Present in the star, in all that guides us to love.

God's light is in the world, and the darkness did not overcome it.
God's grace is in the world, and our missteps will not overcome it.
We are loved; we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen.

RESPONSE HYMN: #110 “Love Has Come” (Vs. 1 & 3)

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (Responsive)
The Peace of Christ be with you! And Also, with you!
Let us share a sign of God’s peace with one another.

SPECIAL MUSIC:  “An English Christmas” Bells

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Holy God, our hope and strength, by the power of your Spirit
prepare the way in our hearts for the coming of your Word,
so that we may see the glorious signs of your promise fulfilled;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SCRIPTURE
Reading #1......ccoovvviiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee, Isaiah 7: 10-16
Reading #2......ccooevvviiieiieieeeieeeeeeee e, Romans 1: 1-7
Gospel Reading..........ccccoeeeevviiieniieieene. Matthew 1: 18-25

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. All: Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE Pastor Ryan Ferwerda



MOMENT OF REFLECTION
HYMN OF REFLECTION: #119  “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” (Vs. 1&3)

PRAYERS & GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER (forgive us our “sins”)

BLESSING AND CHARGE (Responsive)
Beloved children of God receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, the grace of Jesus
Christ, and the blessing of the Lord forever.
Alleluia! Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: #121 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (Vs. 1,3,4)
BENEDICTION
Advent people, go now in the blessing of God’s joy, confident that the

day we await is close at hand and ready to cooperate with God in building the
kingdom of God on earth as it is in heaven. Amen

DISMISSAL (Responsive)
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. Amen.

POSTLUDE (Please stay seated and enjoy the music from our talented musicians)

Have a Blessed.....
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We Wait in Hope

A Candle Lighting Ceremony for Advent

Words and Music by
JOEL RANEY

Congregation:
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hope for peace on earth.

© 2008 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
www.hopepublishing.com 800-323-1049
All rights reserved.

Ifermission is given by the publisher to copy this page.




December 21%'— December 28", 2025

Sunday- December 21%, 2025

10:45 am Worship
11:45 am Coffee Fellowship
\7 (R ¥ Ryan Ferwerda
Ushers & Greeters...................... Wally & JoAnn Hoselton
Pianist.....cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn Hazel Mendez
Music Director.......c.cceeeveeinnennnne Sandy Perkins
Reader.......cccovvvvinniiiiiiiinnnnnnens Sandy Perkins

CHRINIMAS EVE

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

Wednesday- December 24", 2025

7:00pm — Christmas Eve Service

Next Sunday- December 28™, 2025

10:45 am Worship
11:45 am Coffee Fellowship
A7 [ T Gretchen Enoch
Ushers & Greeters....................Gary & Lori Hoerner
Pianist.......ccoviiiiiiinnniiiiiiinnnnnn George French
Music Director.......ccccevviiiinnnnn. Sandy Perkins

Reader.......cccovvviiniiiiiiiiinnnnnens Ralph Pester




If you wish to order a poinsettia for part of our church
floral display during the Christmas season, please fill in the
order form below. Orders must be sent to the church office no later
than Monday, December 22", The price of each plant is $10.00
Please place check or cash with your order...thank you!
(Checks payable to the First Presbyterian Church)

Advent Word Search

STAR
SHEPHERDS
ANGELS
PEACE
GOLD
BETHLEHEM
JESUS
FRANKINCENSE
Joy
CANDLE
NATIVITY
CHRISTMAS
WREATH
LOVE
WISEMEN
MESSIAH
MYRRH
ADVENT
HOPE
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